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Major investment at Schenck Process
UK’s new Doncaster plant spans every-
thing from manufacturing, including new
shot blasting and painting facilities, to
research.

around £1 million is being spent on a
new test house which Schenck sees as one
of the features that sets it apart.

“Most of our clients come to us with a
problem and we provide them with the
solution,” says managing director Nick
jones.

“Because of the variety of industries we
are working in we are continually picking
up on what is best practice and applying
that to other sectors’ problems. We are
unique in that we have a collection of engi-
neers who really understand pneumatics.

“Customers like the fact that we can take
their materials, test them to see how they
flow in a pneumatic system and work out
how they can accurately be fed into the
processes. We have tested hundreds of ma-
terials from grains of rice to large lumps of
coal and copper.”

In addition to working
out how best to blow
material around
corners, up,
down

and over long distances, Schenck
recently carried out research
on grain for a leading
brewer.

The

brewer wanted to be able to move
grain between two sites sepa-
rated by a road and wanted to know

whether it could be done using a
pneumatic system and an under-
ground pipeline, without any damage

to the grain.
Schenck Process UK has expertise

moving large amounts of materials
and delivering smaller and precise
quantities.

and, it is reaping increasing
benefits from being part of an
international group with opera-
tions in 30 different locations,
giving the Doncaster operations

a global reach.

Providing the answers with
£1m investment in test house
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A firm that’s thriving under pressure!
WheTher you want to shoot
a solid ‘plug’ of coal or cop-
per into a furnace or move
powdered cocoa around a
chocolate factory, Schenck
Process UK knows exactly
how to handle the pressure.

The Doncaster-based busi-
ness specialises in moving
materials and counts power
plants, steel makers, copper
smelters, dock yards and food
companies as key customers
for its world-beating equip-
ment.

When it comes to meas-
uring and then delivering
quantities of material using
compressed air, there are few
that can compare with the
German-owned business.

Schenck’s skills range from
designing and manufacturing
to installing, commissioning
and maintaining equipment
that, more often than not,
solves what, to Schenck’s cus-
tomers, appear to be intracta-
ble problems.

Its abilities have been
reflected in rapid growth,

fuelled by multimillion
pound investments, since
the Doncaster business was
acquired by Frankfurt-based
Schenck Process, just over 18
months ago.

That deal brought together
three companies – Schenck’s
own operations in Manches-
ter, a company called redler
in the Gloucestershire mar-
ket town of Stroud, and Clyde
Process, based on Doncaster’s
Shaw Lane Industrial estate.

Schenck specialised in
weighing, feeding and blend-
ing materials.

redler started out during
the First World War to de-
velop machinery for moving
materials in flour mills, once
the men who had done it be-
fore went to fight at the front.

By the time Schenck
bought the business in 2006,
it had grown into a company
that specialised in machinery
for moving materials in bulk.

The final piece of the
jigsaw, Clyde Process, started
out in Doncaster in 1974 as
Macawber engineering,
after founder Brian Snowdon
invented the “dome valve,”
which led to huge improve-
ments in the reliability and

efficiency of pneumatic con-
veying and delivery systems.

Much of Macawber’s
business centred on the coal
industry and the company
was hit hard by the 1984
Miners’ Strike, after which it
was acquired by the Scottish-
based Clyde Group.

While redler continues to
make bulk handling systems
in Stroud, the rest of the
Schenck Process UK busi-
ness is based in Doncaster,
where the company contin-
ues to develop what has now
become its new headquarters
on Capitol Park.

Schenck’s investment in

the Capitol Park site has
expanded its capacity so that
it can cope with a number of
new contracts it has taken on
as it grows its turnover from
£25 million to around £45
million.

Contract successes include
installing what Schenck be-
lieves is the biggest injection
system for a blast furnace in
europe, developing a system
to deliver renewable biofuels
to furnaces at a leading power
station and other systems for
injecting a range of alterna-
tive fuels into processing
plants that include cement
kilns.
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